Different HPV types have been detected in more than 95% of cases of invasive cervical cancer (ICC) and in varying percentages in cases of lowgrade squamous intraepithelial lesion (LSIL) and high-grade squamous intraepithelial lesion (HSIL). 3- Studies examining risk factors for HPV infection have not been entirely consistent, 9,1 probably due to differences in the studied populations and the detection methods used. It would be of importance to focus on particular characteristics of the population under study, such as demographic growth rate, regional human displacement around the area under analysis, and sexual habits, as well as overall HPV prevalence and presence of specific HPV types.
In Argentina, there are still no complete epidemiologic data to state the actual, global situation regarding HPV infection and its association with cervical neoplasia. Nevertheless, regional studies have shown that cervical cancer incidence varies widely, with values that range from 1-3 cases per 10,000 women residing in metropolitan areas to 4 cases per 1,000 women in peripheral regions. 11 The Province of Misiones is situated at the northeastern tip of Argentina and shares international borders with Paraguay and Brazil. The construction in the last ten years of bridges and roadways and the creation of a common market including these three countries have promoted an intense population migration along the entire territory. This new situation has changed several cultural habits.
Since the implementation of a program of cervical cancer screening by cytology in 1995 in Misiones, an elevated incidence of 3-4 cases of ICC per 1,000 women has been reported consistently, together with high incidences of LSIL (16 per 1,000) and HSIL (11 per 1,000).
These values have defined an area of high cancer incidence where some particular factors probably are involved, lz, 13 The aim of this study was to assess the HPV prevalence and potential risk factors associated with viral cervical infection among women from this region.
SUBJECTS AND METHODS

Study Population
Three hundred and thirty women were recruited from 5,676 participants attending either the Cen- 
